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Resolution No. SAC-158-2019 November 13, 2019 

RESOLUTION of the 
Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council (the council) 

to Establish a Subcommittee on the San Francisco-Pacifica Exclusion Zone in the Northern Management Area 
(aka “Exclusion Zone”, aka “Donut Hole”) 

Whereas, following a presentation from the San Francisco Zoo on their proposed plans to incorporate a coastal 
conservation zone into the zoo park (attachment), which sits adjacent to the San Francisco-Pacifica Exclusion 
Zone; and a presentation from San Francisco State University graduate student, Alyssa Ells (attachment), on 
outcomes and recommendations from the Symposium on the Connections between the San Francisco Bay and 
Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary, including a recommendation for expanding sanctuary 
boundaries to include the Exclusion Zone (noting that the area is an important habitat for humpback whales 
and other marine life); the council discussed the need for more information on the topic in order to make any 
potential recommendation to the sanctuary on the matter. 

Whereas, the council has discussed this topic in the past and passed two resolutions in 2012 and 2016 related 
to the possible closure of the Exclusion Zone (attachments), the council expressed the need to revisit the 
matter as it stands today. 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council will form a 
Subcommittee on the Exclusion Zone. The objective of the subcommittee is to research past information 
presented to the council, past actions taken by the sanctuary and current information related to the Exclusion 
Zone; and report back to the council for further discussion and potential action. Dominique Richard, Bruce 
Bowser, Jaime Jahncke, and Joe Fitting will sit on the subcommittee. 

cc: 
Maria Brown, Superintendent, Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary 

Attachments: 

● 2012 GFNMS SAC Resolution: In response to the Federal Register Notice 15 CFR Part 922. 
● 2016 GFNMS SAC Resolution: Greater Farallones NMS Advisory Council Recommends NEPA Process for 

Pacifica Exclusion Area 
● Links to presentations: 

○ SF Zoo Strategic Plan Coastal Connection [view PDF] 
○ Outcomes and Recommendations from the Symposium on the Connections between the San 

Francisco Bay and Greater Farallones National Marine Sanctuary [view PDF] 

This resolution was passed with majority vote by a quorum of primary members (or alternate members serving in place of 
primary members) at a public meeting on November 13, 2019 in San Francisco. 

The council is an advisory body to the sanctuary superintendent. The opinions and findings of this letter/publication do not 
necessarily reflect the position of the sanctuary and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 

https://nmsfarallones.blob.core.windows.net/farallones-prod/media/docs/20191113-san-francisco-zoo-c4-vision-plan.pdf
https://nmsfarallones.blob.core.windows.net/farallones-prod/media/docs/20191107-connections-on-the-san-francisco-bay-and-the-greater-farallones-national-marine-sanctuary.pdf


   
  

 
 

  

 
  

 

 
 

   
  

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
  

  
 

  

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

   
  

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Member/Alternate 
At-Large Marin/Sonoma 
Dominique Richard/ Richard Keuhn 

At-Large San Francisco/San 
Mateo 
Kellyx Nelson/ Tim Duff 

California Resources Agency 
Catherine Kuhlman/ Claire O’Reilly 

Conservation 
Bob Wilson/ Jackie Dragon 

Conservation 
Richard Charter/ Bruce Bowser 

Education 
Bob Breen/ vacant 

Maritime Activities/Commercial 
Barbara Emley/ Peter Grenell 

Maritime Activities/Recreational 
Mick Menigoz/ George Clyde 

National Park Service 
Cicely Muldoon/Frank Dean 

Research 
John Largier/ Jaime Jahncke 

United States Coast Guard 
LT Bradley Soulle/ LTJG Noelle 
Kitneko 

National Marine Sanctuary Reps: 
Channel Islands 
Chris Mobley/ Mike Murray 

Cordell Bank 
Dan Howard/ Kaitlin Graiff 

Gulf of the Farallones 
Superintendent 
Maria Brown 

Monterey Bay 
Paul Michel/ Karen Grimmer 

Officers: 
Chair 
Richard Charter 

Vice Chair 
Barbara Emley 

Secretary 
Bob Wilson 

Sanctuary Advisory Council 
GULF OF THE FARALLONES NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

FINAL RESOLUTION 
8/23/12 

In response to the Federal Register Notice 15 CFR Part 
922. 

The Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary 
Advisory Council hereby adopts this resolution in support of 
a proposed boundary revision of the Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary to include the San Francisco-Pacifica 
Exclusion Area in the Northern Management Area. 

Bob Wilson 

991 Marine Dr., The Presidio, San Francisco, CA 94129 
Phone: 415-561-6622 • Fax: 415-561-6616 • http://farallones.noaa.gov/manage/sac.html 

http://farallones.noaa.gov/manage/sac.html


       
     

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

   
  

   
  

   
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
   

 

 

  

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bob Wilson

Member/Alternate Sanctuary Advisory Council 
At-Large Marin/Sonoma 
Dominique Richard/ George Clyde 

At-Large San Francisco/San 
Mateo 
Kellyx Nelson/ Christy Walker 

California Resources Agency 
Jennifer Phillips 

Conservation 
Jackie Dragon/Francesca Koe 

Conservation 
Richard Charter/ Bruce Bowser 

Education 
Elizabeth Babcock/Bibit Traut 

Maritime Activities/Commercial 
Barbara Emley/ John Berge 

Maritime Activities/Recreational 
Joshua Russo/Abby Mohan 

National Park Service 
Cicely Muldoon 

Research 
John Largier/ Jaime Jahncke 

United States Coast Guard 
LCDR Jason Brand/LT Kip 
Hutchinson 

National Marine Sanctuary Reps: 
Channel Islands 
Chris Mobley/ Mike Murray 

Cordell Bank 
Dan Howard/ Michael Carver 

Greater Farallones 
Superintendent 
Maria Brown 

Monterey Bay 
Paul Michel/ Dawn Hayes 

Officers: 
Chair 
John Largier 

Vice Chair 
Kellyx Nelson 

Secretary 
Barbara Emley 

GREATER FARALLONES NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

Greater Farallones NMS Advisory Council Recommends 

NEPA Process for Pacifica Exclusion Area 

At its March 2nd, 2016 meeting, the Greater Farallones National 
Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council recommended that Greater 
Farallones NMS proceed with an open, transparent National 
Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) process to address San 
Francisco Pacifica Exclusion Area (closure of the Donut Hole).  

GFNMS 

991 Marine Dr., The Presidio, San Francisco, CA 94129 
Phone: 415-561-6622 • Fax: 415-561-6616 • http://farallones.noaa.gov/manage/sac.html 

http://farallones.noaa.gov/manage/sac.html

